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by Europeans in Natal. Europeans except under permit
can only transfer land to Europeans, and Asiatics only to
Asiatics. But an innovation was the right acquired' by
Indians to elect on a communal roll three members to the
Union assembly, two to the Provincial Council, and one as
well as a nominated member to the Senate.

All these adjustments in detail have not altered basic
tensions, which derive from the restriction of Indian political
privileges, the profound colour prejudice, and the frictions
generated between peoples in competitive relations, with
divergent standards of life and general culture. The Asiatic
issue in South Africa is a repetition of the native issue, with
the difference that the Indians are more persistent and vocal
in complaint against discriminatory legislation and more
ingenious in defeating it. They have a larger trading class.
Hence they have usually more leaders of wealth, capacity,
and education than the natives, and, supported by the
perennial contentions of the Indian government for an
equality of citizen rights within the Empire, they have not
meekly accepted the badge of a separate and inferior race.2*

4
The preceding sections reveal that South Africa is not a
democracy in the sense of being a single community, whose
members possess equal privileges and rights. On the contrary
it is four distinct racial communities, The white inhabi-
tants, at the top of the racial pyramid, are privileged above
the others in every phase of social life, possess an almost
complete monopoly of political power, and determine the
fate of those below. The natives are at the bottom of the
pyramid, and the coloured and East Indians occupy a median
position. The natives in particular, outside their reserves
(and now only half of them dwell in the reserves), continue
to be a clearly marked social caste, lacking the rights of white
workers, and in the main confined by the colour bar to the
ft*For an excellent discussion of the Indian issue in South Africa see W, K.
Hancock, Survey of British Commo&wea&k Affairs, I, chap. IV.